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ÅDefine the knowledge 

and skills students 

need for college and 

career 

ÅDeveloped voluntarily 

and cooperatively by 

states; more than 40 

states have adopted 

ÅProvide clear, 

consistent standards 

in English language 

arts/Literacy and 

mathematics Source: www.corestandards.org 
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ÅEach state bears the burden of test development; 
no economies of scale  

Each state procures its own 
assessment system 

ÅStudents often leave high school unprepared to 
succeed in entry-level college courses 

Measure proficiency against 
state standards, not agreed-

upon standards 

ÅPoor measures of demonstration of skills and 
complex cognitive performance  

Usually heavy reliance on 
multiple choice questions 

ÅTests cannot be used to inform instruction or affect 
program decisions  

Results often delivered months 
after tests are given  

ÅDifficult to interpret meaning of scores; concerns 
about access and fairness  

Accommodations for special 
education and ELL students vary 

ÅCostly, time consuming, and challenging to 
maintain security 

Most administered on paper 
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ÅMore rigorous tests measuring student progress toward 

ñcollege and career readinessò 

ÅHave common, comparable scores across member 

states, and across consortia 

ÅProvide achievement and growth information to help 

make better educational decisions and professional 

development opportunities 

ÅAssess all students, except those with ñsignificant 

cognitive disabilitiesò 

ÅAdminister online, with timely results 

ÅUse multiple measures 

Source: Federal Register / Vol. 75, No. 68 / Friday, April 9, 2010  pp. 18171-85 
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ÅTo develop a comprehensive and innovative 

assessment system for grades 3-8 and high 

school in English language arts and mathematics 

aligned to the Common Core State Standards, so 

that...  

Å ...students leave high school prepared for 

postsecondary success in college or a career 

through increased student learning and improved 

teaching 

     [The assessments shall be operational across Consortium 

states in the 2014-15 school year] 
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Å28 states 

representing 

44% of K-12 

students 

Å21 governing, 

7 advisory 

states 

ÅWashington 

state is fiscal 

agent 
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Work group engagement of 90 
state-level staff: 

Each work group:  

ÅLed by co-chairs from governing states 

Å6 or more members from advisory or 
governing states 

Å1 liaison from the Executive Committee  

Å1 WestEd partner 

Work group responsibilities: 

ÅDefine scope and time line for work in its area 

ÅDevelop a work plan and resource 
requirements 

ÅDetermine and monitor the allocated budget 

ÅOversee Consortium work in its area, 
including identification and direction of 
vendors 

Accessibility and Accommodations  1 

Formative Assessment Practices and 
Professional Learning 

2 

Item Development 3 

Performance Tasks 4 

Reporting  5 

Technology Approach  6 

Test Administration  7 

Test Design  8 

Transition to Common Core State 
Standards  

9 

Validation and Psychometrics 10 
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Summative Assessment (Computer Adaptive) 

ÅAssesses the full range of Common Core in English 
language arts and mathematics for students in grades 3ï8 and 
11 (interim assessments can be used in grades 9 and 10) 

ÅMeasures current student achievement and growth across 
time, showing progress toward college and career readiness 

ÅCan be given once or twice a year (mandatory testing window 
within the last 12 weeks of the instructional year) 

ÅIncludes a variety of question types: selected response, short 
constructed response, extended constructed response, 
technology enhanced, and performance tasks 
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Interim Assessment (Computer Adaptive) 

ÅOptional comprehensive and content-cluster assessment to 
help identify specific needs of each student 

ÅCan be administered throughout the year 

ÅProvides clear examples of expected performance on 
Common Core standards 

ÅIncludes a variety of question types: selected response, short 
constructed response, extended constructed response, 
technology enhanced, and performance tasks 

ÅAligned to and reported on the same scale as the summative 
assessments 

ÅFully accessible for instruction and professional development 
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ÅExtended projects demonstrate real-
world writing and analytical skills 

ÅMay include online research, group 
projects, presentations 

ÅRequire 1-2 class periods to 
complete 

ÅIncluded in both interim and 
summative assessments 

ÅApplicable in all grades being 
assessed 

ÅEvaluated by teachers using 
consistent scoring rubrics 

The use of performance 

measures has been found 

to increase the intellectual 

challenge in classrooms 

and to support higher-

quality teaching.  

 

-  Linda Darling-Hammond 

and Frank Adamson, 

Stanford University 

ñ 

ò 

Performance Tasks 
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ñ 

ò 

ÅAccurate measures of 

progress for students 

with disabilities and 

English Language 

Learners 

ÅAccessibility and 

Accommodations Work 

Group engaged 

throughout development 

ÅOutreach and 

collaboration with 

relevant associations 

Common- 

Core Tests  

to Have Built-in 

Accommodations 
 

- June 8, 2011 
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Summative 

Master Work 

Plan Developed 

and Work 

Groups 

Launched 

Formative Processes, 

Tools, and Practices 

Development Begins 

Writing and Review of  

Pilot Items/Tasks 

(including Cognitive Labs 

and Small-Scale Trials) 

Field Testing of 

Summative and 

Interim 

Items/Tasks 

Conducted 

 

Final Achievement 

Standards 

(Summative) Verified 

and Adopted 

2010-2011 

School Year 

2011-2012 

School Year 

2012-2013 

School Year 

2013-2014 

School Year 

2014-2015 

School Year 

Content and Item 

Specifications 

Development 

Common Core State 

Standards Adopted by 

All Member States 

Pilot Testing of 

Summative and 

Interim Items/Tasks 

Conducted 

Preliminary 

Achievement Standards 

(Summative) Proposed 

and Other Policy 

Definitions Adopted 

Operational 

Summative 

Assessment 

Administered 

Procurement  

Plan 

Developed 

Writing and Review of  

Field Test Items/Tasks 

(throughout the school 

year) 
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ÅPARCC and SMARTER developing technology assessment tool to identify infrastructure gaps 

ÅPaper/pencil option locally available during a 3-year transition  

Å12-week administration window reduces pressure on computer labs  

Technology 

Compatibility 

ÅDeveloping a business plan for post-2014  

ÅSeeking additional funding for ongoing support  

ÅMember states will be actively involved in determining the future of the Consortium  

Long-term 
governance  

ÅCommon protocols for item development: accessibility, language/cultural sensitivity, construct 
irrelevant variance 

ÅCommon accommodation and translation protocols  

Adoption of best 
practices 

ÅOn average, SMARTER states pay $31 per student for current assessments 

ÅThird-party cost estimate for SMARTER Balanced: Summative assessment $19.81 / student; 
Optional interim assessments $7.50 / student  

Cost 

ÅCommon, interoperable, open-source software accommodates state-level assessment options 

ÅTest-builder tool available to use interim item pool for end-of-course tests  
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Technology 

readiness tool 

available 

Field testing of summative 

assessment, training 

school- and district-level 

staff in formative tools 

Full 

implementation 

of assessment 

system  

2011-2012 

School Year 

2012-2013 

School Year 

2013-2014 

School Year 

2014-2015 

School Year 

Formative tools 

available to 

teachers 

Teams of teachers 

evaluate formative 

assessment practices and 

curriculum resources   
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ÅAre all students eligible for certain language supports or are they only eligible based on group 
membership? (ELL, students with disabilities) 

ÅShould access to tools, accommodations, and/or supports be based only on an individual 
studentôs needs, as defined in their individual needs profile?  Continuum of support?   

Population 

Comparability 

ÅHow will our decisions as a consortium take into account federal and state policy? What 
implications might our decisions have on future state and federal policy? 

ÅAwareness about what our messages ñsay;ò intentionality is needed for decision-making 

Policy 
Implications 

ÅWhat is the rationale for full, paper-and-pencil translation in five languages? Could word-to-
word and picture dictionary accommodations serve a similar purpose? Implications? 

ÅWhat if there is not 100% buy in by SBAC states? Comparability issues? 

Translation 

ÅNeed for parameters, standardization, and professional development around selection of 
accommodations at the national, state, district and school level 

ÅGuidance from SBAC for states and practitioners, cautious decision-making  
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Å Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium website: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/ 

Å SBAC Overview and CTôs Role: 

http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/SBAC/SBAC%20SMARTER_Su

mmary%208-17-11.pdf 

Å SBAC Factsheet: 

http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/SBAC/SBACSummary2010.pdf 

Å Computer Adaptive Testing Factsheet: 

http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/SBAC/SMARTER_CAT_Factshe

et.pdf 

Å SBAC Governance Structure: 

http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/SBAC/SBAC%20Governance%

20Amended%203-02-11%20-%20FINAL%20APPROVED%20ON%2003-15-2011.pdf 

Å Other Publications and Resources: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/resources-

events/publications-resources/ 
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